Canadian History: Final Project

Fall 2011

My Topic:

This final course assignment is worth 15% of your overall final grade, 7% for the essay, 5% for the presentation, and 3% for the handout. This assignment will constitute half of the required 30% put aside for the “final evaluation”. Failure to complete this assignment will result in an incomplete grade.  The remaining 15% will come from the written examination. 

Your task is to compose a presentation on a significant topic of Canadian History between 1949 – Present.  Students will work individually on this presentation. 

Students may select a topic from the accompanying list or select their own topic WITH APPROVAL OF THE TEACHER. Only one student per topic. Students will present their topic in a 30 - 35 minute presentation to the class.  Students must use the skills and abilities developed over the course of the semester and apply them to their topic. Students should strive to seek information beyond the textbook. 

The presentation must be composed of the following items:

· An Overview of the topic 

· Students will teach the class about their event or person.  Explanations should be given with the assumption that other students have no idea about specific events or people. Choose important details to teach to the class.

· Significance within Canadian History

· Students must state the reason why their topic is important in terms of Canadian History.  What impact did your event/person have on the people of the time.  What were the lasting impacts on future generations of Canadians.  What impacts do current Canadians feel from topic. WHY IS YOUR TOPIC IMPORTANT????

· It is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that students specifically say “THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MY TOPIC TO CANADIAN HISTORY IS…” during their presentation and in their essay.  This will greatly add to the impact of your presentation.

· Visual – Display board or Power Point/Prezi

· This must add to your presentation

· The Display Board OR PowerPoint/Prezi MUST BE referred to in your presentation, such as a quote or graph or picture.  The display board/PowerPoint should contain information relevant to your topic, however, it should not be a script of everything you are going to say.

· Handout for the class 

· One page minimum, two page maximum

· Informative, yet visually appealing

· Point form, covering most important points and themes 

· Enough copies for the class (12). If you only come with 5 copies, you will receive a 0 for the handout portion of the project.
· Presentation Skills 

· Do not read your presentation. This will be represented by a failing grade. Students are expected to be experts on their topic and therefore should only need notes in a limited manner.  It is recommended that students not put a script on their cue cards.  This will prevent any temptation towards reading.  Students should place key points/dates/events on cue cards for talking points.

· Research Essay:

· Your essay should be 750-1000 words (3-5 pages)

· Must present a clear thesis with strong supportive arguments

· Reference using the MLA style (in-text citation)
· Must include a Title Page and Works Cited

** If you choose to complete a power point presentation, students must acknowledge several conditions:

· Students must provide their OWN LAPTOP

· Students must inform their teacher in advance that they will require the use of a projector. 

· Technology does not always work. Always have a backup! You will still present on your assigned day.   

There will be a limit placed on the amount of time you can fill your presentation with video.

Limit: 15% of presentation – 30-35 minutes = 4-5 minutes of video


CHECKLIST

	Step:
	Criteria/Due Date

	Step 1
	· Select Topic – November 14 

	Step 2
	· Create a Thesis and Outline – December 2

	Step 3
	· Research topic

· Library/Class time will be provided, HOWEVER students will be required to spend additional time outside of the time provided in class researching their topic – Research classes will be late December and January
· Begin writing your essay, using MLA formatting as discussed in class


	Step 3
	· Create a handout for your topic

· Cite references used in your project using MLA format

· Hand in Handout at least ONE WEEK before presentation for approval from the teacher

· Photocopy handout for class (12 copies)

	Step 4
	· Create display/PowerPoint

	Step 5
	· Present your Topic

· Hand in your Essay

· Final Submission: Title Page, Thesis and Outline, Research Essay, Handout, Works Cited


Topic List – Each topic may only have one presenter.  

	Important Events

	1950s

Canada and the Korean War

Avro Arrow 

Suez Crisis

NATO

NORAD

Baby Boom

The St. Lawrence SeaWay


	1960s

Bill of Rights 1960

Flag Act 1964

Canada and the Cold War
Women’s Liberation

Quiet Revolution in Quebec

Official Languages Act

Auto Pact

The Prime Minister reign of Pierre Elliot Trudeau


	1970s

October Crisis
1972 Summit Series


	1980s

Generation X 

Quebec Referendum, 1980

1987 Canada Cup

Can-US Free Trade 1989

Constitution Act 1982


	1990s

Glass Ceiling

Growth of the Environmental Movement in Canada


	



Rubric: Presentation
	Criteria/Weight
	Level 4

80% - 100%
	Level 3

70% - 79%
	Level 2

60% - 69%
	Level 1

50% - 59%
	Level 0

0% - 49%
	Final Mark

	Overview of Topic

(Knowledge)

(30)
	Provides an overview of the topic with a high degree of effectiveness
	Provides an effective overview of the topic
	Provides somewhat of an effective  overview of the topic
	Provides a limited overview of the topic
	Does not or Provides an ineffective overview of the topic
	

	Significance within Canadian History

(Thinking)

(20)
	Accurately states the event or persons role within Canadian History with a high level of proficiency
	Accurately states the event or persons role within Canadian History at a good level of proficiency
	Accurately states the event or persons role within Canadian History with some proficiency
	Accurately states the event or persons role within Canadian History with limited proficiency
	Does not or ineffectively states the event or persons role within Canadian History
	

	Visuals

(Communication)

(20)
	Display board has a high degree of effectiveness; presentation is enhanced to the next level by the display board
	Display board has a good level of effectiveness; good contribution to the presentation
	Display board has some effectiveness;  some contribution to the presentation
	Display board has limited effectiveness; limited contribution to the presentation
	No display board. Display board is ineffectiveness; little contribution to the presentation
	

	Presentation Skills

(Communication)

(20)
	Student use of notes is limited with a high degree of confidence; high level of eye- contact; good voice
	Student use of notes is limited; good eye contact; good voice
	Student uses notes;  some eye contact; good voice
	Student relies on notes; limited eye contact; low voice
	Presentation is read from notes; no eye contact; low voice
	

	Works Cited

(Proper MLA Format)

(Application)

(10)
	MLA format is precisely followed
	MLA format is followed but mistakes are present
	MLA format is followed but numerous mistakes are present
	Not in MLA Format
	None are present
	

	(100)
	
	
	
	
	
	


Rubric: Handout

	Criteria/Weight
	Level 4

80% - 100%
	Level 3

70% - 79%
	Level 2

60% - 69%
	Level 1

50% - 59%
	Level 0

0% - 49%
	Final Mark

	Content

(Knowledge)

(60)
	The descriptions show great detail, accuracy, and insight
	The descriptions show considerable detail, accuracy, and insight
	The descriptions show some detail, accuracy, and insight
	The descriptions show minimal detail, accuracy, and insight
	No handout.

Content is not relevant or has limited effectiveness.
	

	Style/Grammar

(Application)

(30)
	Handout is divided with subheadings, points have great  effectiveness, with no spelling grammar mistakes
	Handout is divided with subheadings, points have considerable effectiveness, with no spelling grammar mistakes
	Handout is not divided with subheadings, points are somewhat effective, with few spelling grammar mistakes
	Handout is not divided with subheadings, points are ineffective, with some spelling grammar mistakes
	No Handout.

Handout is ineffective, with no subheadings, not in point form
	

	Works Cited

[Proper MLA Format]

(Application)

(10)
	MLA format is precisely followed
	MLA format is followed but mistakes are present
	MLA format is followed but numerous mistakes are present
	Not in MLA Format
	None are present.
	

	(100)
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Criteria/Weight
	Level 4

(80%-100%)
	Level 3

(70%-79%)
	Level 2

(60%-69%)
	Level 1

(50%-59%)
	Level 0

(0-49%)
	Final Mark

	Historical Content

(Knowledge/Understanding)

/25
	Clear thesis presented; demonstrates thorough/insightful understanding of topic; drew on excellent variety of sources
	Clear thesis presented; demonstrates average understanding of topic; drew on a reasonable level of sources
	Relatively clear thesis is presented; demonstrates average understanding of topic; drew on reasonable level of sources
	Thesis is unclear; demonstrates little understanding of topic; drew on a small number of sources
	Thesis is basically non-existent; non-insightful understanding of topic; drew on a small number of irrelevant sources
	

	Analysis/Supporting Evidence

(Thinking)

/25
	Essay reflects clear and effective analysis of topic; strong evidence supports arguments; excellent use of sources used.
	Essay reflects good analysis of topic; relatively strong evidence supports arguments; good use of sources used.
	Essay reflects unclear analysis of topic; arguments lack strong supportive evidence; adequate use of sources.
	Essay reflects poor analysis of topic; arguments don’t have supportive evidence; poor use of sources.
	Essay reflects complete lack of analysis of topic; no supportive evidence used; lacks potential for use of sources.
	

	Written Communication

(Communication)

/25
	Essay communicates information with high degree of clarity; introduction is effective; body is clear with distinctive arguments; free from grammatical/spelling errors; conclusion restates thesis and supporting arguments
	Essay communicates information with relatively high level of clarity; introduction is somewhat effective; body is clear with distinct arguments; 5 to 10 grammatical/spelling errors; conclusion restates thesis
	Essay communicates information with average level of clarity; introduction is somewhat effective; body missing clarity and arguments are not distinct; 10 to 15 grammatical/spelling errors; conclusion misses important elements
	Essay communicates information with poor clarity; introduction is somewhat effective; body missing clarity and arguments are not distinct; 15-20 grammatical/spelling; conclusion missing important elements
	Essay does not communicate information; introduction is ineffective; body missing clarity and arguments are not distinct; 20+ grammatical/spelling errors; conclusion missing important elements
	

	Works Cited

(Application)

/25
	All references are cited correctly; all arguments relate to thesis; includes at least 10 sources, at least 3 being text format
	All references are cited correctly; most arguments relate to thesis; includes 8-10 sources, at least 3 being text format
	Most references are cited correctly; most arguments relate to thesis; includes 6-8 sources, only 2 being text format
	Approximately half of the references are cited correctly; some arguments relate to thesis; 4-6 sources; 1-2 sources being text format
	Zero to 1/3 of the references are cited correctly; arguments do not relate to thesis; 2-4 sources; 0 sources being text format
	

	(100)
	
	
	
	
	
	


Rubric: Research Essay

MLA Referencing


All students must complete a Works Cited for the presentation, handout, and essay on resources used within each component of their final submission. Minimum 10 resources (at least 3 book references – does NOT include eBook). All citing must use MLA formatting. 








