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CITIZEN’S HANDBOOK

GOAL:
Students will demonstrate an understanding of a variety of current events, analyze media sources, and develop opinions on relevant issues.  They will also assemble their information in a manner that is creative, attractive, and easy to understand.

THE ASSIGNMENT:
1. Working on your own, assemble ten newspaper articles, each describing a different issue, during the course:

· THREE must relate to local issues (Windsor-Essex County, Leamington)

· THREE must relate to provincial or national issues (Ontario or Canada)

· THREE must relate to international issues (around the world)

· ONE must relate to popular culture in the news
2. Each article will include a brief summary (50-100 words) describing the article, including the issue at hand, both sides of the issue, and the potential solution. Along with a description of each article, five of the ten articles are to have a political cartoon drawn by the student depicting the article.

3. At the end of the first unit, you will submit a “Letter to the Editor” of a local newspaper; this letter should be included in the handbook

4. Decide which of the ten articles interests you most. Type a two-page report describing your opinion on the subject of that article. Your paper should include the following information:

· Did the article show both sides of the issues?

· What information do you think was missing from the article?

· How did the author’s choice of words try to influence your opinion?

5. Your handbook will also be marked for creativity and attractiveness, so make it look good!

· Place everything neatly in a binder/presentation folder

· Colourful/neat dividers between each article category

· Use colour (construction paper, etc)

6. Weekly presentations: Each week, two students will be presenting an article that they have chosen from that week. Each presentation must include:

· An explanation of the article

· How the article effects the people involved

· Both sides of the issue

· Why you chose this article

DUE DATES:

First local article: November 17


2nd and 3rd local articles: November 24


3 provincial/national articles: December 8


3 international articles: December 22


Entire Handbook Due: January 19

***For each article you do not hand in on the designated due date for teacher approval, you will lose 5% on your overall Handbook Grade***
How to Analyze Newspaper Articles

When completing the Civics Citizen's Handbook, use the following as a guide to completing the Newspaper Summary Template.  After reading the articles you have selected for your Handbook, complete the following:

TITLE:  include the full title of the article (also called the headline)

AUTHOR:  give the author's full name; if there is no author given, indicate if the article is an editorial or from a foreign news source

NEWSPAPER:  the full name of the newspaper from which the article is taken

DATE:  the day the article appeared in the newspaper

SUBJECT:  the overall topic that the article is describing, for example, "Toronto's Bid for the Olympic Games" or "Recycling".

THESIS:  identify what the article is proving or arguing about the issue.  Is it trying to convince readers to take a side?  If so what opinion is it encouraging?

EVIDENCE:  list examples in the article that help to convince the reader or inform them of the issue

SIGNIFIGANCE:  explain why this issue is important and whom it may affect

Be sure to complete each of these components in your newspaper article summaries!!!

Newspaper Article Summary Template

Use this template for your each of your newspaper summaries (should not fit inside of this box – If you have more to say, say it!)
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***It would be beneficial to create a template like this on your own computer so you can type your newspaper summaries, instead of them being hand written***
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