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During the Gilded Age, journalism became very popular among Americans. It became a means of expressing ones opinions to the public. It became a way for journalists to pick apart the American system. The American public knew these people as muckrakers. At the turn of the century, during the Progressive Era, African-Americans began to voice their opinion as well. They began to fight for their rights; or at the very least, do their very best at advancing their struggle for civil rights. The Crisis was the first great opportunity to present the African-American concerns to the public. In a matter of months, it began selling hundreds of thousands of copies each month. 


Your task is to create a partial volume of the up and coming magazine The Crisis. To incorporate as many types of interest as possible, each of you will be creating a cover for your volume, as well as a 500 word article that directly relates to African-American issues at the turn of the 20th century. In many issues of The Crisis, journalists referred back to the times of slavery, comparing treatment in early 19th century to the early 20th century. Another common tactic was to discuss civil rights and how African-American rights must be improved.


Things to focus on: organization, accuracy of facts, spelling and punctuation, and of course, your illustration(s). If you feel ambitious, you are more than welcome to include a picture or two within your article, just as in an actual article.

	Category
	Level 4

(80-100%)
	Level 3

(70-79%)
	Level 2

(60-69%)
	Level 1

(50-59)

	Knowledge/

Understanding

(25)
	Entire article relates to assigned topic; all facts are presented accurately
	Near entire article relates to assigned topic; most facts are presented accurately
	Some of the article relates to assigned topic; some facts are presented accurately
	Lacks any relation to assigned topic; minimal facts are presented accurately

	Thinking/

Inquiry

(25)
	Magazine is organized well; thoughts are presented in a clear manner; clear analysis has taken place
	Magazine is organized at an average level; thoughts are presented relatively clear; more analysis could have taken place
	Magazine demonstrates lack of organization; clear thoughts have not been presented; analysis is lacking
	Magazine demonstrates little to no organization; things are out of place; barely any thought is evident in presentation of magazine

	Communication

(25)
	There are no spelling or punctuation errors in final draft; clear proof-reading is present
	There are 0-5 spelling or punctuation errors in final draft; one more time proofreading is necessary
	There are 5-10 spelling or punctuation errors in final draft; more proof-reading is necessary
	10-15 spelling or punctuation errors present; lack of effort evident

	Application/

Illustrations

(25)
	Original illustrations are detailed, attractive, creative, and relate to topic; original thought evident
	Illustrations are somewhat detailed, attractive, and creative; illustrations somewhat relate to topic; more original thought necessary
	Illustrations could use more detail and more effort; some thought seems to be put in to illustrations; originality is lacking
	Illustrations demonstrate no originality; lack of effort is clear

	Total:         /100
	


