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Course Description: 

This course examines the global challenges of creating a sustainable and equitable future, focusing on current issues that illustrate these challenges. Students will investigate a range of topics, including cultural, economic, and geopolitical relationships, regional disparities in the ability to meet basic human needs, and protection of the natural environment.  Students will use geotechnologies and skills of geographic inquiry and analysis to develop and communicate balanced opinions about the complex issues facing Canada and a world that is interdependent and constantly changing. 

Prerequisite: 

Any university or university/college preparation course in Canadian and world studies, English, of social sciences and humanities. 

Textbook: 

Cartwright, Fraser; Earle, Kim; Hurlington, Kingsley.  2001.  On the Threshold: Analysing Canadian and World Issues.  Gage Learning Corporation.  Toronto, ON. 

Course Outline:


Unit 1: Introduction/The Future We Want

1. Introduction

2. Perspective

3. Classifications

4. Population Issues/Population Pyramids

5. Great Theorists and World Issues

Unit 2: Global Disparity/Challenges to Diversity

1. Geopolitics

2. Cold War

3. Worldly Conflicts

4. Food, Immigration, Diversity

Unit 3: Interdependence

1. Development

2. Characterizing Development

3. Global Classifications

4. Development Goals

Unit 4: Sustainability/Co-operation

1. Sustainability

2. Managing Resources

3. Environmental Issues

4. Urbanization/Issues

5. Developing Nations

6. Globalization
Unit 5: Independent Study

Independent Work:

As a fair portion of the required work for this course is research based, students are expected to use time provided for this purpose wisely.  Additional time will be required outside of class to complete assignments. 

Journal:

Throughout the semester, you will be required to write in a journal (it will be provided) to reflect on important issues we may have covered or may not have covered in class.  The journal will be 10% of your final grade and is designed for you to have the opportunity to speak up about certain situations you might not feel comfortable with in class. There is not a required length for each journal entry, but keep in mind; it is 10% of your final grade. Along with this, your journal is not going to be handed in each week, but again, keep in mind; it is 10% of your final grade, so stay on top of it. You are all senior level high school students, and this journal is a great way to practice responsibility!

Evaluation:

Final Grade: 
Term: 70% + Culminating Activities: 30%



Term Work:




Class Participation:

  5%




Journal:



10%




Assignments:


30%




Unit Quizzes & Tests:

25%




Total:



70%



Culminating Activities:




Seminar:


20%




Final Exam:


10%




Total:



30%

Assessment Criteria:

Each assessment will be broken down in to the following categories:

i. Knowledge/Understanding

ii. Thinking/Inquiry 

iii. Communication 

iv. Application

In addition, throughout the course the following learning skills and work habits will be tracked and reported to students:

i. Responsibility

ii. Independent Work

iii. Initiative

iv. Organization

v. Collaboration

vi. Self-Regulation

vii. WE WILL GO OVER THESE IN MORE DETAIL
Class Policies: 


Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is a serious academic offence that many students commit unknowingly. Put simply, plagiarism is the use of other people’s words, work, or ideas without proper acknowledgement. Any one of the following constitutes as evidence of plagiarism:

1.    Direct quotation without identifying punctuation and citation of source

2. Paraphrase of expression or thought without proper attribution

3. Unacknowledged dependence upon a source in plan, organization, or argument

If a student’s work includes plagiarism of any sort, they will receive a 0 on the assignment. If the problem persists, further action will take place.

(Undergraduate Bulletin 1998-2000, Geneseo: State University of New York College, 2000, http://writingguide.genese.edu/Research.html)


MLA Format:

All work that is handed in must be in MLA format. There are no exceptions to this rule.  For helpful information, visit: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. There will be no exceptions made for essays and works cited handed in that do not accurately represent this format. 
Attendance:

Good attendance and punctuality are necessary to succeed in school. No credit will be given for a course in which more than 12 absences have occurred. There will be 3 excused tardies per semester; after this, 3 tardies equals 1 absence.


Late Assignments:

Assignments should be handed in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. There will be a 10% deduction per day after the due date. All assignments must be handed in, even if they are to receive a 0%, in order to receive credit for the course.

Tips for Success:

1. Come to class with a positive attitude each and every day! Participate in class to get the most out of each day. Make connections; think critically and creatively, as discussion will be vital in this class.

2. Do not talk when the teacher is talking! 

3. No food or drink is allowed in class unless it is a bottle of water.

4. If you know you are going to miss a test/exam, talk to me AHEAD OF TIME as we will have to make arrangements. 

5. [image: image1.jpg]


Every hand written assignment must be 

written in black or blue pen!

6. Each typed assignment must be 12 font Times

New Roman or 11 font Calibri. 
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