American History: Final Project

Fall 2011

For this project, students will independently research a particular person or event from American History.  Students will choose an even that took place from the years 1600-2010.  As part of this culminating task, students will prepare a seminar and write an essay based on a research question that you develop. Presentation times will take place in the final portion of the semester and must be done individually.
Students must fill their presentation with the following elements:

1. Handout for the class:

a. The handout must include the important points about your event or person 

b. Its significance within American History

c. Minimum length – 1 page. Maximum length – 2 pages.

2. Presenter led introduction and overview of the person/event (Presentation)


3. Class Interaction:

a. All presentations must include some form of class interaction

b. Possibilities include:

i. Debates

ii. Question and Answer (during and at the end of presentation)

iii. Class reflection on their feelings regarding your presentations

iv. Anything else that you think would be interactive (consult teacher)

4. Research Essay:

a. Your essay should be 5-6 pages in length

b. Must present a clear thesis with strong supportive arguments

c. Reference using the MLA style

d. Final submission must include a title page, research proposal,  outline, research essay, annotated bibliography, and works cited.


Possible Topics:

	1692: Salem Witch Trials

	1732 – 1799 : George Washington

	1775 – 1783: Battles of the Revolutionary War

	The War of 1812: American Perspective

	The War of 1812: British Perspective

	The Role of Slavery in American History

	Davy Crockett and the Alamo: Myth or Legend?

	Was the Wild West So Wild?

	Abraham Lincoln 

	The Better General: Grant or Lee?

	Henry Ford

	Rural to Urban: The Growth of Urbanization 

	Stories of Immigration (1910 – 1930)

	All that Jazz: (History of Jazz Music)

	Gangsters and Booze: Prohibition in the United States

	Women reach for Rights: Women’s Rights Overview

	US Role in WWII

	The Manhattan Project

	20th Century Witch Hunts: Joseph McCarthy and Communism in America

	Spies of the Cold War

	JFK

	Martin Luther King Jr

	Rock and Roll History (1950s and 1960’s)

	Free Love: 1960s Culture and Woodstock

	The Space Race

	A Star is Born: The Complete History of Hollywood

	The Growth of the Environmental Movement in America

	Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001/US Reaction


Marking Schemes: 

	Project Component
	Mark Value

	Research Proposal ​– November 18
	5

	Annotated Bibliography – December 9
	5

	Handout
	10

	Seminar: 55-60 minutes
	40

	Research Essay
	40

	Total Marks
	100


Research Proposal Marking Scheme

(300-500 words)

	Criteria
	Description
	Mark Value

	Research Question

(Knowledge/Understanding)
	Research topic is clearly identified, brief description of topic is given
	/2.5

	Analysis of Research

(Thinking)
	Scope of the research project is clearly outlined
	/2.5

	Written Proposal

(Communication)
	Free from mechanical errors; clear and succinct outline of the selected topic
	/2.5

	Perspective on Topic

(Application)
	Preliminary findings describe academic opinion on the subject
	/2.5

	Total Marks
	
	/10


Annotated Bibliography Marking Scheme

	Criteria
	Description
	Mark Value

	Sources

(Knowledge/Understanding)
	Minimum of 10 sources have been selected
	/2.5

	Supporting Evidence

(Thinking)
	At least 3 sources are text format (not eBooks)
	/2.5

	Works Cited

(Application)
	Works Cited is correctly formatted (MLA); annotations are free from mechanical errors
	/2.5



	Written Communication

(Communication)
	Each entry provides a brief summary that illustrates the usefulness of the source to the project
	/2.5

	Total Marks
	
	/10


Students are responsible for photocopying enough handouts for the class.  Therefore if you bring only one copy to the presentation, it will be considered as though you did not hand one in, and a mark of zero will be assigned.





If students wish to use PowerPoint/Prezi for their presentation, they must provide their own laptop. An A/V projector, TV, etc. can be used, but please give enough notice to ensure the technology.


The use of PowerPoint or Prezi is strongly encouraged given its level of intrigue and interactive capabilities. 





There will be a limit placed on the amount of time you can fill your presentation with video.


Limit: 15% of presentation – 60-65 minutes = 9 – 10 minutes





MLA Referencing


All students must complete a reference list for the presentation and essay on resources consulted and used within their presentations. Minimum 10 resources (at least 3 book references). All citing must use MLA formatting. 








